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Critical Thinking and Communication Skills
Introduction
 I found learning about the Congress interesting and informative since I gained insight into its composition and its roles, especially the lawmaking aspects. I also enjoyed learning the Presidency since I understood the immense role a president has in protecting the interests of the United States (U. S.). Also, I enjoyed learning about domestic policy since I gained knowledge of how national and federal governments plan to deal with issues affecting the country. The issue of immigration in the U. S. is a major political issue that cannot be underestimated since it affects the nation's foreign relationships. Immigrants make up 14% of the total American population, and there should be accommodative policies on the same since foreigners are also crucial to the development of the country.
Three Subjects Learned
 	Congress is an essential topic since they are responsible for making federal laws. I learned how powerful this institution is to the nation and how it uses its authority to make legislation regarding business, foreign laws, immigration, education, healthcare, and voting. The two bodies of Congress (The Senate and the House of Representatives) have distinct responsibilities. Most importantly, I learned that Congress reflects on the weaknesses and strengths of a nation since it depicts racial and religious diversity. The presidency, on the other hand, was a very significant subject in the course since the position comes with a lot of power and responsibilities. I learned the presidency symbolizes nationalism and unity in the country; and how they tasked with major tasks such as the appointment of high government officials, making international and regional visits, etc. Besides, I learned how the election of the President is essential to the interests of a country. Lastly, learning about domestic policies made me understand laws, lawmaking process, and penalties of violating constitutional regulations. In this regard, I learned how these laws impact the social, political, and economic environment either positively or negatively. 
Contemporary Political Problem
 Immigration policies have sparked a lot of debate in Congress, and immigrants can be covered under interest groups. Immigration in the Trump era has attracted a lot of attention with the major highlight coming when the President announced plans of building a border wall to prevent Mexicans from entering the U.S. The contentious issue of the border wall has sparked diverse opinions among politicians with some opined that the new rules would threaten the country's relationship with our neighbors. There has been an intense debate over the funding of border wall since some politicians feel that it is unnecessary. Successful implementation of the plan will threaten the interests of immigrants that are already in the country. There is news in the mainstream media of families that are scared of being evicted out of their homes and deported to places they have not resided for a very long time (Schmidt, 2019). The law coming into practice will affect refugees and asylum-seekers that came to American in search of protection and better opportunities. Trump's decision to send military personnel to the Southern borderline depicts the failure of Congress to come up with laws that are more accommodative to the interests of this population.  
 	On the contrary, some individuals are opined that immigration into the U. S threatens the safety of American citizens since these immigrants are often associated with drug trafficking, money laundering, human trafficking, etc. According to Orrenius & Zavodny (2019), "Charges that immigrants, particularly unauthorized ones, endanger public safety have resurfaced in recent years and played a central role in the 2016 presidential election…." There are always claims in congressional debates that immigrants are more likely to be criminals. In this regard, the Trump government has been striving to enact tougher laws with regard to immigration to prevent unauthorized entry into the country. The Congress, therefore, has an instrumental role to play to ensure that holistic solutions are developed for the problem.
The solution to the Problem
	Congress should strengthen laws and guidelines that protect immigrant workers by eliminating barriers that prevent these persons from being limited in the labor market as well as promote better pay. For instance, there should be temporary worker programs and labor laws affecting the wellbeing of the immigrants (Matthews, Robertson, & Griffin, 2013). In this regard, there should be laws that prevent deportation and removing just any immigrant, but criminal ones should be subjected to full justice procedures. Also, the Congress can make provisions that determine whether an immigrant has violated immigration laws; therefore, should be prevented from staying or entering the U. S. These provisions should incorporate voluntary departure to avoid being subjected to harsh removal procedures that are dehumanizing. The U. S Constitution was created on a culture of regulatory compliance, and immigrants should be educated on the need to obey constitutional requirements while on the country. Besides, the President can initiate programs that support the protection of these immigrants; for example, proposing legislation that provides temporary relief to immigrants that are supposed to be deported.
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